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Love, Love, Love, that’s what it’s all about! 
I didn’t manage to get The Views out in Febru-
ary.  It is the shortest month of the year, and in 
the middle of it is the 14th, the day to commemo-
rate St. Valentine.  The day is mostly associated 
with romantic love, but because it is a saint’s day, 
perhaps the emphasis of the day should be more 
like Agape love—the Greek word for love that is 
empathetic and universal and the most like God’s 
love for us.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son…”  John 3:16a.

“He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 
and first commandment. And a second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
Matthew 22:37-39.

“I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” John 13:34-35

“This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. No one has great-
er love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.”  John 15:12-13

“Beloved, let us love one another, because 
love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, for God is love.”  1 John 
4:7-8

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not en-
vious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never ends…And now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-
8a, 13 (NRSV)

Everybody 
sing and 
SHOUT! ‘Cause 
that’s what it’s 
all about! It’s 
about Love, 
Love, Love!

God’s bound-
less LOVE and 
blessings to 
you all,

Julie



2 Views from the Rockies, Volume 33 Issue 1



3  Views from the Rockies, Volume 33  Issue 1



4 Views from the Rockies, Volume 33 Issue 1

As of February 1, Debra Haar is now the treasurer 
of the RMSWO.  Please send in your offerings in 

March is Women’s History Month: March has 
arrived, and it’s time to honor and celebrate 
women! Women’s History Month is a wonder-
ful time to acknowledge the impact of women in 
your life and on the whole world. Here are some 
intentional ways to honor the women you love: 
past, present, and future.

1. Write a letter to a woman who inspires you. 
. . . 

2. Make a list of 10 women in your life who 
have influenced you. . . .

3. Pray for a different woman each day this 
month. . . . .

4. Intentionally appreciate women in art. . . .

5. Pick up the phone and call a woman in your 
life you haven’t talked to for awhile. . . . 

Ways to honor and celebrate women 
by Elizabeth McBride (Daily Grace-March 3, 2022 for the entire article)

6. Support female businesses owners. . . .

7. Read the biblical books of Esther and Ruth. 
. . .

March is a wonderful time to celebrate all wom-
en. Praise be to God for women throughout his-
tory. May our intentional acts of remembrance 
and celebration remind us of the creator at the 
center of all life! 

(Remember, resources for Bold Women’s Day en-
courage celebration of women who have touched 
our lives. Usually, Bold Women’s Day is celebrated 
the last Sunday of February but if you didn’t hold 
a service, do so this month with a donation cel-
ebrating those special women and send these to 
the Women of the ELCA.)

New RMSWO Treasurer 
care of Debra Haar at Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, 4720 Galley Road, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80915. If you have questions, send Debra an 
email at: haardap@hotmail.com.

A special thank you to Jan Young for 
serving as RMSWO treasurer from 
February 1, 2018 until February 1, 
2022.  

Debra Haar
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Churchwide Women of the ELCA hosted this 
leadership event February 17-19, which was held 
virtually.  Officers and board members of SWO’s 
were invited as well as others who are either in 
cluster/conference leadership positions or were 
simply interested in attending. Over 200 women 
from six different time zones participated!

The theme “for such a time as this” is from the 
Old Testament book of Esther and were the 
words spoken to Esther by her cousin Mordecai 
when he pleaded with her to find a way to save 
her people, the Hebrews.  Rev. Heidi Neumark 
presented the Bible study on the book of Esther 
which tells the story of how an orphaned Hebrew 
girl grew up to become a queen of ancient Per-
sia who saved her people from destruction even 
though her plan could have cost her life.

For such a time as this

SPIRIT FED, SPIRIT LED: A leadership event
Camille Trott spoke about strategies to rebuild 
and reboot as we consider the ministry of the 
Women of the ELCA.  In several breakout ses-
sions, attendees discussed what we are doing in 
our own congregations, clusters and synodical 
organizations and bounced around ideas for the 
future.  It was a wonderful opportunity to Zoom 
with so many women from across the ELCA 
and to hear of similar struggles and joys.  Other 
speakers included Christine Mangale (ELCA/Lu-
theran World Federation), Joy Michalicek (Board 
president, Women of the ELCA) and Women of 
the ELCA staff members Valora Starr and Linda 
Post-Bushkofsky.
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Friends in Christ
by Daily Grace 

Jesus says that we are to love one another as he 
has loved us. Ok, but how, exactly, has he loved 
us? For starters, by welcoming, feeding, healing, 
forgiving, exhorting, challenging, reframing, re-
maining, and dying. And that is precisely what we 
are to do with our friends. Be Jesus to them. 

The trouble is, Jesus redefines who our friends 
are. They are all people. Everyone. People we 
don’t like. People who aren’t like us. People at the 
borders. People at the margins. People who don’t 
fit into boxes, and certainly not our boxes. Every-
one is to be our friend. We are to be friends with 
everyone. 

Even those people? Yup, even those people. In 
Christ, they, too, are our friends, because we are 
in Christ, and Christ has called us, all of us, his 
friends. 

This message is excerpted from “Not just friends” by Anna 
Madsen in March 2019 Gather magazine. 

Pray anything 
by Daily Grace 

Prayer is much more than words. It is an expres-
sion of the heart toward God. It is an experience, 
a relationship, not an activity. 

As a child of God, you are invited to come boldly 
before God’s throne. “Since we have a great high 
priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God,” Paul writes, “let us…then ap-
proach the throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14, 16). 

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ makes 
it possible for each of us to have access to God. 
Have you utilized your boldness in prayer? Just 
say the word: Talk to God, tell God your joys and 
concerns, give God thanks and praise, confess 
your sins and your needs before God in prayer. It 
is both that simple and that difficult. 

This message is excerpted from “I Am She,” a 2009 Women of 
the ELCA resource.

Grammy Anna’s Butter Cookies
2 Cups Butter

1 Cup Brown Sugar 

2 tsp. Vanilla extract 

4-5 Cups Flour  

Roll in a tube shape and refrigerate. Slice and 
bake about 10 minutes at 375 degrees.  Try it and 
enjoy the results.  Recipe from Wendy Johnson of 
St. Paul Lutheran in Albuquerque. It was a cookie 
recipe from her grandmother, Anna Clarissa Lar-
son, a life-long member of her home church, Tre-
foldighed Lutheran Church in Battle Lake, Minne-
sota. 

Recipe to share 
from the May/June 2001 issue of the Views: 
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2020-2022 Rocky Mountain Synodical
Women’s Organization Board Members

Think Spring!
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The “Views” is written/circulated 
by the Rocky Mountain Synodical 
Women‘s Organization, Women of 
the ELCA, and provides informa-
tion about programs and projects. 
NOTE: Articles for the Views 

are to be sent to anna498.at@gmail.com by 
the 12th of January, 12th of April, 12th of July, 
12th of August and 12th of November.
There are no longer printed copies of “Views from 
the Rockies.” Each church and all individuals may 
now download and/or print FREE COPIES from 
the Rocky Mountain Synod website. To access the 
website and get the newsletter, go to www.rmsel-
ca.org/faithformation/RockyMountainSynodical-
WomensOrganization.
If you would like to receive the Views newsletter 
in your personal e-mail, please send an e-mail to 
anna498.at@gmail.com with the subject line “Add 
me.” You will be added to the e-mail list and re-
ceive all future newsletters and e-mail blasts from 

the RMSWO Board. Your e-mail address will not 
be shared with any other organization.

The website of the Rocky 
Mountain Synodical Wom-
en‘s Organization has not 
only this newsletter but 
more information about 
what is going on now, what 
has happened in the past, 
and what to look to in the 
future. We will keep new, interesting information 
highlighted on the web. 
RMSWO Website: www.rmselca.org/faithforma-
tion/RockyMountainSynodicalWyomensOrgani-
zation. 

How To Sign Up For The RMS e-Connection by e-mail

About Views from the Rockies

Mission: 
To mobilize 

women to act 
boldly on 

their faith in 
Jesus Christ

By Susan Mitchell
We encourage every woman in the Rocky Moun-
tain Synod to sign up to receive the weekly Synod 
Newsletter called e-Connection. It is sent out ev-
ery Wednesday to your e-mail address, and it con-
tains articles and pictures about many things in 
our lives together as Lutherans living in the states 
that make up the Rocky Mountain Synod.
Once a quarter, e-Connection will have an article 
about the current issue of our Views from the 
Rockies—the newsletter of the RMS Women’s Or-
ganization. You will be directed to the Synod web-
site, which is where Views issues will be available. 
You may read them online, and also print a copy 
for your personal use. Ask your church office to 
print the Views for you if you do not have access 
to the website.
Please sign up as follows: 
1. On your computer, go to the Rocky Mountain 

Synod website by putting this URL into your 

browser: https://www.rmselca.org/faithfor-
mation/RockyMountainSynodicalWomen-
sOrganization

2. On the home page, scroll down to the bot-
tom, and in the middle of the page you will 
see: Subscribe to e-mail Newsletter. Below 
that line is a yellow rectangle that says e-mail 
List. Simply click on the yellow rectangle! This 
takes you to a page that asks for your e-mail 
Address, your first & last name, and to check 
a box stating if you are a Pastor, Associate in 
Ministry, Diaconal Minister, or Deaconess. Be-
low this you should check the box that states: 
“I wish to receive e-Connection each week.”

3. Finally, click on the bottom bar that says “Sign 
Up.” That’s it! Remember, this is a free sub-
scription to the synod e-mail weekly newslet-
ter. You will receive notice of new issues of our 
Views from the Rockies newsletters from the 
synod’s e-Connection e-mail.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 
7375 Samuel Drive
Denver, CO 80221


